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30 January 2020  

 

Dear Parents 

 

With concern about the potential spread of the Wuhan novel Coronavirus dominating headlines around 

the world at the moment, I wanted to write to advise and reassure you of the School’s responses. 

 

As you will know, the situation is complex and continually evolving, and not helped by ill-informed 

speculation and scaremongering. For a School that takes pride in its rich cultural fabric, it is 

disappointing to read of unfortunate xenophobic undertones in some parts of the country. I am pleased 

to say that our Chinese pupils are receiving only support and reassurance from their peers at 

Bromsgrove.  

 

Despite the clamour, we are endeavouring to cut through the noise and make decisions that are 

evidence-based, respectful of the many cultures that make up our School and, most of all, protective of 

the health of our whole community. 

 

At present, we are following the advice of the World Health Organisation (WHO), Public Health England 

(PHE), National Health Service (NHS) and the Boarding Schools Association (BSA). If you would like to 

access those advisories yourself, they can be found at: 

 

WHO: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/ 

 

PHE: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public 

 

NHS: www.nhs.uk/conditions/wuhan-novel-coronavirus 

 

BSA: http://boarding.org.uk/media/news/article/13293/BSA-Novel-Coronavirus-guidance-update-27-1-20 

 

Their advice is being regularly updated and the School’s Executive are meeting daily to adjust our 

responses accordingly. 

 

The consistent message from all the authorities is that there is no immediate cause for concern in the 

UK. Based on current evidence, Wuhan novel coronavirus presents with flu-like symptoms including a 

fever, a cough, or difficulty breathing. Most cases appear to be mild, with those who have died in Wuhan 

appearing to have had pre-existing health conditions. 
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Nevertheless, the School is taking a cautious approach and has implemented the following precautions: 

 

1. We have confirmed no pupil or visitor to the school has been in the Wuhan region since the 

outbreak 

 

2. We are accepting no more pupils or visitors from China and affected regions until the outbreak 

is contained 

 

3. All staff and pupils, particularly Health Centre and boarding staff, are being briefed on the signs 

and symptoms of the novel Coronavirus 

 

4. The Health Centre has the necessary training, equipment and facilities to swiftly isolate 

suspected cases and arrange assessment 

 

5. As Half-Term approaches, we ask that any pupil or family who intends to travel to, or have direct 

contact with anyone from, a novel Coronavirus affected area, to inform us immediately  

 

6. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office currently advises against any non-urgent travel to China. 

Adults or pupils who do travel to China in the coming weeks will be asked not to return to the 

School for two weeks following their return 

 

7. Over the Half-Term, one of our Boarding Houses will remain open, offering a residential holiday 

programme for any of our international pupils who are unable to travel home 

 

8. Support is being offered to any children from affected areas who may be especially upset by 

concerns for their family or protracted absence from them.  

 

Please be assured that the health and wellbeing of our whole School community is of the upmost 

importance at this time, especially those from China and other affected areas. I know you will join me in 

supporting them during this worrying period. 

 

We will continue to keep you informed if the situation, official advice or our responses change. Should 

you wish to discuss any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact the School. 

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
PETER CLAGUE  

Headmaster  
 


